Bio for Thanuizcalpantecotti Ricardo Cervantes Cervantes

Born in Mexico, Ricardo Cervantes Cervantes, grew up studying the traditional ways of his people, the Toltec community of Teotihuacan. Although the Aztec empire conquered the Toltec in the ages past, the people of his community had continued to preserve their traditions and knowledge for centuries underneath the Aztec, Spanish and Mexican governments by selecting trusted individuals who would in turn dedicate their lives to the preservation of their culture and their sacred ways. Ricardo, whose Toltec name is, Thanuizcalpantecotti, is one of the community leaders who currently bare this sacred responsibility.
Known affectionately as “Gorilla” among his people, Ricardo has fostered good relationships with the Mexican Government, being awarded by the Governor of The State of Mexico for his endless efforts towards cultural preservation, and recently being endorsed by the Mexican Consulate General, Enrique Hubbard Urrea, to serve as an ambassador at the upcoming “Seeds of Compassion Conference” alongside other international spiritual leaders, such as His Holiness The Dalai Lama. The Mayor of Puebla also selected Ricardo to be one of a handful of Native Americans to receive a pot made from the combined clay from across the North, Central, and South American shores signifying the leadership role Ricardo has served in for the past several years. 

Ricardo also served as the only indigenous representative in the dialogue aimed towards helping Angel Notion, a non-profit recognized in both the US and in Mexico, where he was recognized for his assistance in helping doctors from Michigan State University work with the local indigenous medicine men towards the formation of a hospital in the Yucatan that will involve both Western and indigenous medicine.

The founder of both the Teotihuacan School of Toltec Dance and The Cultural House of Teotihuacan, Ricardo is a sought after speaker and teacher of his people’s traditions and history. He has repeatedly served as a resource for the archeologists of Teotihuacan, as a teacher for such writers as Miguel Ruiz who wrote “The Four Agreements: A Toltec wisdom book” based on six months of studying alongside Ricardo. As well as a guide for universities and celebrities alike, including The University of Kentucky, The University of Mexico, The Hopi Nation’s United Nations Representatives, and Lama Tenzin – The Dalai Lama’s Ambassador of Compassion to The World, and as a mentor for philanthropists. He has also engineered cultural exchanges for his people and renowned musicians such as Sting, Eric Clapton, Moby, Billy Joel and the performers of Stomp.  Ricardo also participated in the “Many Paths, One Source” documentary alongside 40 spiritual leaders from around the world that debuted at The International Film Festival of Non-Violence in Canada and is intimately involved in helping The Memnosyne Foundation to create an educational program from the documentary that will serve children in Mexico, The United States, and around the world. 
He has been interviewed in publications from Germany to the US and Mexico alike and was recently profiled in an Israel-based television show capturing the lives of Indigenous people today. He has recently received requests from The Indigenous Institute of The Americas, The New York Interfaith Center, The Dallas Institute of Humanities and Culture, The Mexic-Arte Museum of Austin, St. John the Divine Cathedral(NY,NY), The Hopi Nation, The Native American Church, Navajo University, The St. Mark’s School of Texas, and The Seeds of Compassion Conference in Seattle to be a featured speaker on the issues of cultural preservation, recognizing the sacred and instilling compassion in the children of the world.
He will also be making an appearance at a fundraiser for his community’s newest endeavor, The Cultural House of Teotihuacan, which is being done in conjunction with designer Pineda Covalin and the Mexican Consulate via The Memnosyne Foundation in Dallas, Texas.
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